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ceded by the open revolt of the Chancellor. The King's
behaviour to RockinghamJs second Ministry, and to the
Coalition was a mere revival of the arts he had employed
against Rockingham's first Government
The Government that succeeded was a Government after
the King's own heart. It included men from all parties.
The King's friends held several strongholds; Conway left
the Rockingham party to join it; Grafton, who became
Minister of War, had already revolted from that party;
Shelburne and Barr6 were closely attached to Pitt; Camden,
who had taken the popular side in the Wilkes case, and
opposed the coercion of America, sat side by side with
North, who was a brilliant advocate of the Court; Pitt
became Chatham, and soon learnt from bitter experience
that there are ties more stifling than those of party, and
that to make a Government miscellaneous is not necessarily
to make it independent1 If the King had ruled the
elements, his enterprises could not have prospered more
steadily. Chatham, stripped of most of Pitt's popularity,
lost his health, the vigour if not the sanity of his judgment,
and all but the semblance of control, and his colleagues, who
had opposed him whilst he was still active, used the periods
of an inscrutable silence, which began in a theatrical and
morbid mystery, and ended in mortal paralysis, to do and
to tolerate everything that Chatham himself would most
strenuously have resisted. A Minister who had made his
name dreaded on the heroic stage of the conflicts of Europe,
was now reduced to a scramble for power with his own
mediocre colleagues. In Chatham's Government all Pitt's
qualities became diminutive, and his giant authority some-
thing tottering and fragile. Prussia rejected his overtures
for an alliance; France forgot her terrors and annexed
Corsica; with Pitt still nominally a King's Minister, Towns-
hend carried his Act for taxing America, and the House
of Commons declared its vote could exclude Wilkes per-
1 Burke might have had a seat in the Board of Trade, but he remained
faithful to Rockingham.